CHAPTER    IV
Materialism and Morals
CHRISTIANITY is being challenged to-day as never
before in its history. There is no doubt as to the
identity of its protagonist. The attack is based, as
we have seen, on that philosophical theory which
we have called 'materialism'. It is reinforced by
Behaviourist and other psychological theories. The
materialist challenge to Christianity rests essentially
upon the claim that man is no more than a machine.
It maintains that his ideas of right and wrong and
his belief that he has the power to discover truth
are delusions. It is forced into the position of declaring
that there is no such thing as objective truth, at least
for practical purposes, since, even if man stumbled
on the truth by chance, he would be estopped from
recognizing it. Man thinks and believes only as
certain chemical functions or irrational impulses
dictate.
This challenge to Christianity is therefore z
challenge to reason. It dethrones reason by declaring
it to be an illusion. This revolt from reason is z
formidable feature of the twentieth century, and i
is worth while re-emphasizing its nature, because
as we have seen, the materialists of to-day deligh
to tell us that Christianity is the enemy of reason
and that it is they who are the apostles of enlighten
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